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What do we want for our kids?

Love and Care

ÅSecurity

ÅSafety

ÅHealth

ÅFreedom

Healthy Esteem

ÅConfidence

ÅSocial Skills

ÅHappiness

ÅSuccess

Citizenship

ÅIntegrity

ÅEducation

ÅSocial 
Responsibility



Some  Questionsé

ÅHow many of you have a personal 

profile online? Facebook? MySpace?

ÅWho here engages in IM? Texting?

ÅHow many of you have an 

iPod/iPhone? Blackberry? 

ÅWho plays video games?



Some more questionsé

ÅWhere is/are your computers in your  

home?

ÅDo you place limits on your 

Childrenôs computer use?

ÅWho has had a conversation with 

their child about Internet Safety or 

Cyberbullying?

ÅWho here has adopted family 

expectations for children around 

online/computer use?



Learning Intentions

ÅTo gain a better understanding of who our 
children are and their needs.

ÅTo examine our childrenôs use of 
technology.

ÅTo increase our awareness of the potential 
challenges around technology use.

ÅTo provide you with support and resources 
to better understand these issues.

ÅTo encourage practical, proactive 
parenting strategies to maintain 
connections with your children around 
technology. 



Remember Whené

ÅLife was a lot 

simpler when we 

were kidsé

Right???

http://www.cybercomm.nl/%7Eivo/photo_GEORGE.html
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.fiftiesweb.com/elvis-portrait3sm.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fiftiesweb.com/elvis.htm&h=233&w=175&sz=7&tbnid=enXYANAfAjpzUM:&tbnh=104&tbnw=78&hl=en&start=8&prev=/images%3Fq%3Delvis%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26safe%3Dactive%26sa%3DN


The World has changedé

ÅThomas Friedman ñThe World is Flatò



For our childrené

ÅOur children have 
never not known 
the Internet

ÅInformation is 
free

ÅCommunication 
is seamless

ÅThey are 
wireless, yet 
always connected



ÅñGoogleò has 
always been a verb

ÅText messaging is 
their e-mail

ÅThey have rarely 
mailed anything 
using a stamp

The 4th Screen

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XpeNk3E36YU&feature=PlayList&p=2769870477193FDC&index=7
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What are their needs?

ÅEven though the world has changed 

dramatically, our kids ñneedsò 

remain the same



Why do they go online/use technology?

What needs does it meet?

ÅFun

ÅIndependence

ÅCommunication

ÅConnection

ÅAdventure

ÅCreation

ÅSense of Belonging

ÅRisk

ÅBeing heard

ÅIdentity

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XpeNk3E36YU&feature=PlayList&p=2769870477193FDC&index=7


The Places They Go?



THE CHALLENGES THEY FACEé

ÅBullying

ÅPrivacy issues

ÅHealth problems (Obesity)

ÅIdentity Theft

ÅAddiction

ÅScams

ÅPsychological  dysfunction

ÅAbuse

ÅAbduction



What òWEó want for your 

childrenéwith technology
Safety Balance Healthy 

screen time

Digital Literacy

Digital Responsibility

Positive 

Social Networking Responsible E-

communication

ébut how do we get there?



What are WEgoing to do about it?

ÅGenerate expectations (Proactive)

ÅHave the conversations and generate

ownership

ÅPrompts (YouTube videos, case-

based scenarios, teachable 

moments)

ÅEstablish a response ñplanò (Reactive)

ÅBe available to ñsupport not punishò

ÅPreserve your relationship and 

attachment




